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Executive  This paper describes an audit of deaths in the hospital and learning points to
Summary: improve clinical practice. Whittington Health has a very low standardised
mortality rate; the common causes of death in the hospital relate to long-term
conditions, many of which are amenable to better public awareness, preventive
medicine and screening opportunities for the wider population. There are also
further opportunities to engage patients with terminal disease in choosing
whether they would prefer to die at home, and avoiding futile terminal
admissions to hospital for them.
In addition this audit describes lessons learned to enhance patient safety.
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